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Source - President Lyndon Johnson signs 
the Medicare Amendment into law in 1965.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medicare_(United_States)#/media/File:Lyndon_Johnson_signing_Medicare_bill,_with_Harry_Truman,_July_30,_1965.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medicare_(United_States)#/media/File:Lyndon_Johnson_signing_Medicare_bill,_with_Harry_Truman,_July_30,_1965.jpg
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Charismatic young actor and future American presi-
dent Ronald Reagan recorded these remarks in 1961. 
Listen closely to what Reagan has to say. While you 
listen, jot down answers to the following four ques-
tions and be ready to share your ideas:

- What does Reagan mean by the phrase “socialized 
medicine”?

- In 10 words or fewer: Why is Reagan so opposed to 
this idea?

- Reagan produced this recording for the American 
Medical Association (AMA), a professional associa-
tion of physicians. How does his relationship with the 
AMA affect the way you think about his comments?

- How do you think the historical context of 1961 might 
have shaped or informed Reagan’s argument?

Source

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AYrlDlrLDSQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AYrlDlrLDSQ


“THERE YOU GO AGAIN”: 
RONALD REAGAN RUNS FOR PRESIDENT (1980)

Flash-forward nearly two decades and California 
Governor Ronald Reagan is running to unseat Presi-
dent Jimmy Carter. Watch the video clip from the 
only debate between the two presidential candi-
dates and consider the questions below. Again, 
make notes and be ready to share your thoughts.

- What does this exchange reveal about the politics 
of healthcare in the United States in 1980?

- What seems to have changed between 1961, when 
Reagan recorded the preceding statement, and 
1980, the year of this debate?

- Why did President Carter draw the audience’s atten-
tion to Reagan’s past opposition to Medicare-like 
government programs?

Source

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wi9y5-Vo61w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wi9y5-Vo61w


HEATED DEBATE:
THE SOCIAL SECURITY ACT (1935)

The next two pages feature excerpts from floor 
speeches during the Congressional debate on the So-
cial Security Act. The statements were made by Con-
gressmen Reed and Taber of New York, respectively.

Read each of the statements to yourself. Once you 
have finished, find a partner and formulate answers to 
the following questions:

- On what bases do the Congressmen oppose the leg-
islation?

- Are there similarities between the arguments made 
in these speeches and the arguments made by Rea-
gan regarding Medicare?

Source

https://www.ssa.gov/history/senate35.html
https://www.ssa.gov/history/senate35.html


Source

https://www.ssa.gov/history/senate35.html
https://www.ssa.gov/history/senate35.html


CONTEMPORARY ATTITUDES TOWARD SOCIAL SECURITY (2012)

Source

This table was produced by the National 
Academy of Social Insurance, a nonprofit, 
nonpartisan organization that describes its 
mission as “[advancing] solutions to chal-
lenges facing the nation by increasing pub-
lic understanding of how social insurance 
contributes to economic security. “With your 
partner, interpret the data presented in the 
table to answer the following questions:

- What does this data suggest regarding the 
popularity of Social Security?

- Which age group, or generation, appears 
to be the most supportive of Social Secu-
rity?

- What are some of the potential limitations 
of using data collected and analyzed by a 
group like NASI to understand the way peo-
ple think about Social Security?

https://www.nasi.org/sites/default/files/research/What_Do_Americans_Want.pdf
https://www.nasi.org/sites/default/files/research/What_Do_Americans_Want.pdf
https://www.nasi.org/
https://www.nasi.org/
https://www.nasi.org/
https://www.nasi.org/
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Opponents of the ACA Demonstrate

Many Americans were (and remain) staunchly op-
posed to the Patient Protection and Affordable Care 
Act (ACA). Review the assortment of photographs on 
the right of this page and pay close attention to the 
kinds of icons and symbols protestors employ to con-
vey their opinion.

Consider the following questions:

- What kinds of imagery are protestors using? Do you 
recognize any themes?

- What sorts of connections are protestors making be-
tween the ACA and other historical phenomena or 
events?

Sources: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Washington,_D.C._-_Tea_Bag_Protest.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Washington,_D.C._-_Tea_Bag_Protest.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Sept_12,_2009_-_Tea_Party_Tax_Payer_Protest,_Washington_DC.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Sept_12,_2009_-_Tea_Party_Tax_Payer_Protest,_Washington_DC.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Health_reform_rally_-_Seattle_-_2009-09-03_-_counterdemonstrators_01.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Health_reform_rally_-_Seattle_-_2009-09-03_-_counterdemonstrators_01.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Obama-Nazi_comparison_-_Tea_Party_protest.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Obama-Nazi_comparison_-_Tea_Party_protest.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Protest_banners_with_picture_of_Obama_with_Hitler_mustache_and_a_death_panel_sign.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Protest_banners_with_picture_of_Obama_with_Hitler_mustache_and_a_death_panel_sign.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Tea_Party_rally_to_stop_the_2010_health_care_reform_bill.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Tea_Party_rally_to_stop_the_2010_health_care_reform_bill.jpg


Your Assignment:

Write a ~750 word essay respond-
ing to one of the following prompts:

Over the last 80 years the federal 
government of the United States 
has come to assume a number of 
new responsibilities. 

How have historical debates con-
cerning major new social programs 
been similar? 

What do these similarities reveal 
about American politics?

REFLECTION

Inquiry skills are at the heart of social studies and lessons 
that provide students with the chance to engage with rich pri-
mary sources are unparalleled opportunities for growth. In 
the document-based lesson (DBL) I prepared for this course, 
I sought to familiarize high school-aged social studies stu-
dents with the ways in which the US federal government has 
changed over time by asking them to engage with samples 
of popular discourse surrounding Social Security, Medicare, 
and the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (ACA) at 
various points in the programs’ respective histories. Stu-
dents are presented with arguments made by high-profile fig-
ures and various forms of public opinion data. They are then 
asked to use this information as well as their knowledge of 
the historical contexts in which these debates take place to 
recognize connections between these debates and themes 
underlying the ways that US government and politics have 
shifted in the last century. Students demonstrate their ability 
to use the documents to arrive at such conclusions in both a 
class discussion and a written response to the lesson.
	 The experience of creating this DBL will inform my ap-
proach to the development of future lessons. In particular, I 
feel that incorporating sources that create opportunities for 
less proficient readers to engage in grade-level inquiry is im-
portant. In this case, I included videos, photographs, and a 
graph. The diverse character of the documents ensures that 
barriers to participation in the lesson are minimized.
	 If you have thoughts or feedback on this lesson, I can 
be found on LinkedIn at www.linkedin.com/in/ericcolepdx.

http://www.linkedin.com/in/ericcolepdx
http://www.linkedin.com/in/ericcolepdx


Available free at iTunes
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https://itunes.apple.com/us/book/exploring-history-vol-iii/id1067609807?ls=1&mt=11
https://itunes.apple.com/us/book/exploring-history-vol-iii/id1067609807?ls=1&mt=11
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