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Bloom’s Taxonomy of Thinking Skills

What’s rigor?

== Creating -generating new ideas
Work with a partner to == Evaluating - justifying a decision or choice

develop a definition of rigor. *- Analyzing - breaking into component parts
== Applying - using information in a new setting

“» Understanding - explaining idea or concept

<= Remembering - recalling information

What’s

relevance? Can you make

instruction relevant

Work with a partner to to students without

develop a definition of

sacrificing the
relevance.

content?




If you want to make
the instruction
relevant to students
you’ll need to
sacrifice the
content.

Move students toward
greater relevance

—

Using skills and Using skills and
knowledge in routine  knowledge for myself
school setting. in the real world.
Work as directed Figuring out my
by the teacher. own approaches.

F

Learning is relevant
when the student:

Z= understands how this information or skill has
some application in their life.

“= has an opportunity to follow their own
process rather than just learn “the facts.”

“= is not just learning content and skills,
but is learning how they learn.

High
Rigor

Low
Rigor

Low Relevance High Relevance
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A Rigor and Relevance Framework

Low Relevance High Relevance

Willard Daggett ~ ICLE

High
Rigor

Low
Rigor

Quadrant B
Apply knowledge
in real-life
situations.

household budget

Example
Develop a

>

Low Relevance High Relevance

Quadrant A
Gather and store bits of

I—!igh knowledge and information. Primarily
Rigor expected to remember or
~understand this knowledge
Low Example
Rigor . Pick the right defintion__/
|
>
Low Relevance High Relevance
o
Quadrant C Use
A knowledge to analyze and solve
school-based problems and create
. N solutions. Work under the specific
High C directions of the teacher.
Rigor e —
1
_____ Example:
Low Develop categories for
Rigor types of plants

>

Low Relevance High Relevance




High ' D
Rigo"  Quadrant D Apply
knowledge and skills in Example
complex ways to analyze and Take part in a
Lsolve Ireelll problerr}s and Crleate science fair and
- solutions. Confront real- respond to
' world unknowns

~questions.

: >

Low Relevance High Relevance

#1 factor for improving
student motivation is

motivate e
Stu dents Not whether the student

does the assignment, but

,'/11g] eiple)lei=) how they engage in the

work.

~Doug Reeves

Shouldn’t
SISl o dents be

motivatedoy mieVe V=e ks

~)-1il=Tesfe)p) €valuating their

own progress?

i

Traditional Writing is
Assigned

Writing Assigned
with Choice

Students can
develop topics that
matter to them.

Students are asked to
write only on the
teacher's topics.

Audience and
purpose for writing
is identified.

Student writes
for the teacher.

Students are asked
to reflect on
their growth.

Teacher grades
their writing.

From: National Writing Project ~ www.nwp.org




HMle[e]@ :. Defining
relevance,

=1ileleaile]sH == Summarizing
using three
iz e [e]| == Comparing

A Rigor and Relevance Framework

High C ' D

Rigor
What does

NN instruction look like

in each quadrant?

Low
Rigor

Daggett ~ ICLE

Low Relevance High Relevance

Summarizing

Use an .
. Listen to a story and
_ organizer to
High draw a summary that
: analyze the . .
Rigor | elements of an | depicts action and
image | sequence
| can guess .
Work with a peer
llq_.ow CLS th_e to agree on a
igor t(-eac.:her thinks summary
is Important
>

Low Relevance High Relevance




Summarizing

High
Rigor

Low
Rigor

A

| can guess

what the

Low Relevance

Evaluating what you think
is important. Creating an
appropriate summary for

an authentic audience

High Relevance

What skills will the 21st
century workplace
require?

- Literacy
- Numeracy
- Self-discipline

Creativity and
adaptability

they must be flexible
independent learners




