Lesson 9 Document 45

In his book, The Cotton Kingdom, Frederick Law Olmsted quotes from "Report on the diseases and physical peculiarities of the Negro race” The New Orleans Medical and Surgical Journal, 1851:691-715, by a southern doctor Dr. Samuel A. Cartwright. 

Psychiatric Oppression of African Americans - Under the Guise of ...
... Samuel A. Cartwright, a prominent Louisiana physician, published an essay entitled
"Report on the diseases and physical peculiarities of the Negro race
The learned Dr. Cartwright, of the University of Louisiana, believes that slaves are subject to a peculiar form of mental disease, termed by him Drapetomania, which, like a malady that cats are liable to, manifests itself by an irrestrainable propensity to run away; and in a work on the diseases of negroes, highly esteemed at the South for its patrio​tism and erudition, he advises planters of the proper preventive and curative measures to be taken for it. 

He asserts that, "with the advantage of proper medical advice, strictly followed, this troublesome practice of running away, that many negroes have, can be almost entirely prevented." Its symptoms and the usual empirical practice on the plantations are described: "Before negroes run away, unless they are frightened or panic-struck, they become sulky and dissatisfied. The cause of this sulkiness and dissatis​faction should be inquired into and removed or they are apt to run away or fall into the negro consumption." When sulky or dissatisfied without cause, the experience of those having most practice with drapetomania, the Doctor thinks, has been in favour of "whipping them out of it." It is vulgarly called, "whipping the devil out of them," he after​wards informs us.
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