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Newspaper notice about Bess 

“Evan Powel posted this advertisement in the Pennsylvania Gazette, the Philadelphia newspaper edited by Benjamin Franklin, on March 5, 1745. It is revealing that the master does not specify whether Bess was a slave or an indentured servant. Both slaves and servants were doing the kinds of work and selling at which Bess, apparently, succeeded. “
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These are to give Notice, that whereas Molatto Bess, who used to go about selling Cakes, has been often complained of to her Master for borrowing of Money and taking up Goods upon Trust in her Master’s Name, and unknown either to her Master or Mistress; these are therefore requesting, that no Person Upon what Pretence soever, may hereafter trust her with either Money or Goods, or entertain her in their Houses, upon their Peril. 

Pennsylvania Gazette,  March 5, 1745.

