Lesson 8 Document 1

Jose Maria Sanchez was a Mexican surveyor sent to Texas in 1828. He describes Stephen Austin’s American colony in Texas, then a part of Mexico

We continued along hills without trees, the ground being wet and muddy, until we arrived at a distance of four or five leagues from the settlement of San Felipe de Austin…

This village has been settled by Mr. Stephen Austin, a native of the United States of the North. It consists, at present, of forty or fifty wooden houses on the western bank of the large river…

Its population is nearly two hundred persons, of which only ten are Mexicans, for the balance are all Americans from the North with an occasional European. Two wretched little stores supply the inhabitants of the colony: one sells only whiskey, rum, sugar, and coffee; the other, rice, flour, lard, and cheap cloth. …

… To these the greater part of those who live in the village add strong liquor, for they are in general, in my opinion, lazy people of vicious character. Some of them cultivate their small farms by planting corn; but this task they usually entrust to their Negro slaves, whom they treat with considerable harshness. …

…Is. In my judgment, the spark that will start the conflagration that will deprive us [Mexico] of Texas, will start from this colony. All because the [Mexican] government does not take vigorous measures to prevent it. Perhaps it does not realize the value of what it is about to lose.  

From “A Trip to Texas in 1828,” translated by Carlos E. Castanada, in Southwestern Historical Quarterly, April I 926; reprinted in A Documentary History of the Mexican Americans, edited by Wayne Moquin with Charles Van Doren (New York: Praeger, 197 I).
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