Lesson 7 Document 8

Letter to the editor in support of child mill work
Letter to editor, Niles' Weekly Register, Jan. 30,1819, pp. 418-419.
This factory is well situated, and known to have made the very best goods. The children employed were chiefly taken from the poor-masters of the country towns, and from the alms-house in this city, where there are now upwards of 700 of them, many of whom might be usefully employed in such establishments — the remainder were orphans, or children of infirm parents or widows, some of the latter also, were in our employ. It is a pleasing fact, that the young man who is the clerk of our factory and keeps our books, being a cripple, was taken from the overseers of the poor of a country town about six years ago, and is indebted for his learning to the school of the factory, where all the children enjoy the same advantages he did. The value that these children, assisted by machinery, have produced, is to the country as so much specie gained without any labor at all — a clear profit to its whole amount. To estimate this properly, we must understand that one girl, at Manchester, fully assisted by machinery, produces as much value as eight laborers in our field . . .
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