Lesson 7  Doc 2

George Washington Visits a Duck (Linen Cloth) Factory in Boston 

October 28, 1789

“Went after an early break​fast, to visit the duck manufacture, which ap​peared to be carrying on with spirit, and is in a prosperous way. They have manufactured 32 pieces of duck [linen cloth] of 30 or 40 yds each in a week; and expect in a short time to increase it to [   ]. They have 28 looms at work, and 14 girls spinning with both hands (the flax being fastened to their waste). Children (girls) turn the wheels for them, and with this assistance each spinner can turn out 14 lbs. of thread per day when they stick to it, but as they are paid by the piece, or work they do, there is no other restraint upon them but to come at 8 o'clock in the morning, and return at 6 in the evening. They are the daughters of decayed families, and are girls of character — none others are ad​mitted. The number of hands now employed in the different parts of the work is [   ] but the managers expect to increase them to [   ]. This is a work of public utility and private advantage. 
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