Lesson 7 Document 18

Harriet Martineau was a well-educated daughter of a British textile manufacturer. She was a well-known writer who wrote many essays, reviews, novels and travelogues.

This excerpt is from her work Society in America (1837) written after a two year research visit to the United States. 

I visited [in 1834] the corporate factory establishment at Waltham, within a few miles of Boston …The establishment is for the spinning and weaving of cotton alone, and the construction of the requisite machinery. Five hundred persons were employed at the time of my visit. The girls earn two, and sometimes three, dollars a week, besides their board. The little children earn one dollar a week. Most of the girls live in the houses provided by the corporation, which accommodate from six to eight each. When sisters come to the mill, it is a common practice for them to bring their mother to keep house for them and some of their companions, in a dwelling built by their own earnings. In this case, they save enough out of their board to clothe themselves and have their two or three dollars a week to spare. Some have thus cleared off mortgages from their fathers’ farms; others have educated the hope of the family at college; and many are rapidly accumulating an independence. I saw a whole street of houses built with the earnings of the girls, some with piazzas and green Venetian blinds, and all neat and sufficiently spacious. 
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