Lesson 7  Document 16

1848 Pennsylvania labor Law  

“The labor performed during a period of ten hours, on any secular day, of all cotton, woolen, silk, paper, bagging and flax factories, shall be consid​ered a legal day's labor; and that hereafter, no minor or adult engaged in any such factories, shall be holden or required to work more than ten hours on any secular day, or sixty hours in any secular week, and that after the fourth day of July, of the present year, no man shall be admitted as a worker, under the age of twelve years, in any cotton, woolen, silk or flax factory, within this common​wealth; that any owner of or employer in any such factories aforesaid, shall employ any such minor, he shall be adjudged to pay a penalty of fifty dollars one-half thereof to the party so employed, and the other half to the commonwealth, to be recovered in like manner as fines of like amount are now recoverable by law: Provided, That nothing con​tained in any act shall be constructed to prevent minors, above the age of fourteen years, from being employed more than ten hours in any day, if the same be done by special contract with their parents or guardians.”
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