Lesson 5Document 5 

<<< Peter’s note - Much too long, but loaded with great stories! >>>>

Dunlap, Kate, 1837-1901. Biographical note 
Stimpson, Joni Poppitz, 1979-

SUMMARY
Catherine "Kate" Cruikshank was born on 14 February 1837 in Lee County, Iowa. Her father, Alexander, was a native of Norway, while her mother, Keziah (Perkins) Cruikshank, came from Kentucky. The family included seven children. From a biography of James Cruikshank, Kate's older brother, we know that the Cruikshank children had access to several years of schooling and were raised as Methodists. In 1864, one month before her twenty-seventh birthday, Kate married Samuel Dunlap, an Ohio native. He was thirty-eight and had worked as a teacher at the Indiana Deaf and Dumb Asylum. Three months after their marriage the couple left Iowa for Bannack City, Montana Territory. Although mining conditions were quite favorable in Montana in the 1860s, the Dunlaps operated a drug store. Samuel also worked as a stock raiser, and Kate taught at a subscription school in Nevada City. Kate bore seven children before Samuel died in 1878, only fourteen years after their marriage. Kate remained with her children in Bannack, Montana, for five more years before moving to Junction, Idaho, in 1883. She operated a drug store and also worked as a midwife and practical nurse. She died in 1901 and was buried at Salmon, Idaho.
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May 18, 1864 

We arrived at Council Bluffs 

about 9 o'clock and the boys 

about 12 o'clock. We cant get 

across the river for several 

days. Hundreds of teams are 

waiting their turn, and fre- 

quently fights and confusion 

ensue. A sad accident hap- 

pened to day. A little girl 

was jostled out of the wagon 

as it drove on to the ferry 

boat. was run over and killed …

May the 24th 

As we are about to strike out 

upon the plains on our long 

and tedious journey, it as ex- 

pedient to secure evry need- 

ful article, before leaving 

Omaha. Groceries of evry kind 

are very dear; also hardware, and 

such goods as are on demad 

for emigrants. …

May 29th 

In the night there was 

a general stampede among 

all the trains. About ten o'clock 

a man came to our camp in 

pursuit of horses that had run 

away. About 2 o'clock in the 

morning all five of the boys 

horses stampeded. They pursued 

them on foot but could not 

overtake them. Returned and 

got two of our horses, and found 

them five miles ahead at a 

ranch.

June 2, 1864 

This morning one of the Ohio 

boys attempted to ford, but 

his mule floundered capsizing 

him in to the turbid stream. 

and his bearly escaped with 

his life, minus his pants, 

which he had tied around 

his neck. …

June 3, 1864 

To day we bid adieu to civ- 

ilization and strike out bold 

ly a cross the uncertain and 

treacherous plains. relying on 

our own resources, and trusting 

in a kind providence for pro- 

tection. …

.

June 9th. 

... we came to an In-

dian village of about 40 

"wigwams". …A half a dozen 

or so of naked children fol- 

lowed after us crying for 

bread. I felt sorry for them 

but had none to give them. 

… an old chief came to us and 

forbid us camping on their pas- 

ture, claiming that all this land 

belonged to the Soux , that God 

had given it to them, and 

we must move. After a long 

debate with him and among 

ourselves we concluded to go 

on. 

June 10, 1864 

…We stopped for the ni- 

ght at a beautiful spring 

welling up at the base of 

the bluffs. After supper I took 

a stroll along the base of 

the bluffs, at a little distance, 

where my attention was direct- 

ed to a little mound of 

fresh earth. A pine board 

was placed at the head, on 

upon which was written the 

following inscription "Two 

children killed by a stam- 

pede". 

June 22, 1864 

Passed a large train encamp 

ed on the Platte , one of the party 

had a horse killed by lightning 

last night. was a poor man 

with a family and had but 

two horses … In the afternoon 

we met two men who informed 

us that their train had been at- 

tacted about 5 o'clock this 

morning and 17 of their horses 

stampeded, leaving them with 

eight wagons and five horses 

One man was severly wounded by 

an arrow in his thigh. The 

emigrants discharged their re- 

volver at the Indians , but with 

out effect. The Indians had 

taken them by surprise. These men 

are going back to Larimie to 

see if they can get help to pursue 

the Indians …

Well, to night we are 

camped on the very spot, where 

the attack, above stated occurred 

not knowing what our fate may be 

before to-morrow morninging. Mr D- 

is very busy arranging the pickets 

and impressing upon them their 

duties. We are twenty men strong 

and well armed. …

June 24, 1864 

Thanks to our Heavenly Father, 

we were unmolested….

July 14, 1864 

… We went to 

bed. with rather unpleasant thoughts 

for horse thieves abound in these se- 

cluded and difficult places. Just 

6 miles back, two nights ago an em- 

igrant had 4 mules stolen, all the 

poor fellow had…

the parties persued the trail, over- 

took the thievs, unawares, taking their 

dinner and secured the mules. They 

they were said to be soldiers. Several 

shots were discharged but no one hurt

July 19th 

We have another range of moun- 

tains to pass to day. O, I wish 

we were done with them. …

This was a hard time for our horses 

…. did not reach camp till 9 or 10 

o'clock being almost overcome by the 

insessant attacks of the mosquitoes 

in countless hosts; to keep them off 

was imposible…

July 24, 1864 

... we hope to get through safe. 

We now meet many returning 

with discouraging news from the 

mines, Most of whom are bound 

for Sweet home again, … but 

thousands are still marching on 

to the land of promise… A dreadful quarrel ensued 

between some of the emigrats 

while we were here. Hard words 

and awful threats were freely 

used, but no harm happened 

About 11 o'clock to night we start 

ed to cross the 24 miles desert 

Most all the trains cross at night 

August 16, 1864 

Arrived at Bannack, and now 

my friends, I suppose yo uwant 

to hear what I've to say about 

this place. Well, I would now 

stop, if it was not for your 

gratification for thatalone, will I con- 

tinue my narrative, which is already 

too long. My greatest difficulty has 

been to condense and shorten my 

journal. The half is not told, only 

the particular event of each day. 

We are thankful to our Heavenly 

Father that he has brought us 

safe to our journey's end. Many 

were attacked by Indians just 

before and after us. From the 

time we left Ft Larimie till 

we reached Black Foot we never 

even saw one. A few persons 

were killed, and other wounded 

and much stock run off - 

- But enough of this -. 

