Lesson 2 / Document 3
Excerpt from letter Thomas Dudley Deputy governor and later governor of the Massachusetts Bay Colony to Bridget, Countess of Lincoln, England 

Madam,

I have… thought fit to commit to memory our present condition, and what has befallen us since our arrival here; which I will … do rudely, having yet no table nor other room to write in than by the fireside upon my knee, in this sharp winter…
Our four ships, which set out in April 1630, arrived here in June and July, where we found the colony in a sad and unexpected condition, above eighty of them being dead the winter before, and many of those alive, weak and sick. All the corn and bread among them all hardly sufficient to feed them a fortnight … And of the people who came over with us … there died by estimation about 200 at the least. …We grew to this resolution … to build houses at a place a mile east from Watertown, near Charles River, the next spring … and so  a fortified town might there grow up …. In October, 1630, we send out our pinnace [boat] to the Narragansett Indians to trade for corn and to supply our want … meeting with Indians who showed their willingness to trade…

… we yet enjoy little to be envied but endure much to be pitied in the sickness and mortality of our people. …In the meantime we are left a people poor and contemptible, yet such as trust in God and are contented with our condition, being well assured that He will not fail us nor forsake us. …

Thomas Dudley
Boston in New England,
March 12, 1631.
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