Lesson 2 Document 29

Indentured boy freed because of ill treatment by his master Maryland, 1660
Master Arthur Turner, being summoned to give a reason why the orphan John Ward hath been so ill treated in his house, insomuch that the voice of the people crieth shame thereat, and also to bring the said Ward and his inden​ture to the court with him, all which accord​ingly here were produced . . .
The said Ward, with a most rotten filthy, stinking, ulcerated leg that even loathed all the beholders thereof, his apparel being all ragged and torn and his hair seemed to be rotted off with ashes, whose indenture is as followeth:
This indenture, made the twentieth day of April in the year of our Lord God 1652 be​tween Arthur Turner of the one party and John Ward on the other party, witnesseth that the said John Ward doth hereby covenant and grant to and with the said Arthur Turner, his executors and assigns, from the day of the date hereof for and during the term of time until I, the said John, be at the age of twenty years, to serve in such service and employment as the said Arthur Turner shall [me] employ; in con​sideration whereof the said Arthur Turner doth covenant and grant to and with the said Ward to find and allow his meat, drink, and apparel, and lodging, with other necessaries during the said term, and at the end of the said term to pay unto him double apparel, three barrels of corn, a cow, and a sow, with fifty acres of land, and if in case the said Arthur cannot bring the said John to reading in the time of his service, then the said Arthur doth covenant and bind himself to teach the said John the trade of a cooper or a carpenter . . .
John Nevill sworn and examined in open court sayeth that he knew John Ward ever since he came into the country, which is seven​teen years ago, and that he was then to his judgment about four or five years old, and further sayeth not.
Mr. William Marshall declares upon oath, that to the best of his judgment, John Ward was about nine or ten years old when he came to master Turner.
It is therefore ordered that the said Ward should be free from the said Turner. 
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