Lesson 2 Document 28

Two examples of apprentices disciplined for bad behavior, Salem, Massachusetts, 1669
Daniel Rumball's complaint: That whereas your said petitioner, having taken into his cus​tody as an apprentice Charles Hill certain years last past, for and during the space of four or five years, the greatest part of which time is now expired, but finding by experience the said Charles to be grown to such an unruly frame of spirit and carriage that it is both troublesome and dangerous to bear with any longer, as in particular, by laying violent hands upon his said master and throwing him down twice and fetching blood of him, threatening to break his neck, running at his face with a chair, and vowing to be the death of some of them, as also by customary lying, swearing, and other like miscarriages, speaking slightingly and con​temptuously of the honored mayor and of legal proceedings against him, too intolerable to be borne in a family, etc. Witnesses: Thomas Brocket, Alastair Gryme and Peter, the French​man [who] works with master Humber.
Order of Court: Charles Hill, for many dis​orderly and abusive carriages in the family, and swearing, was sentenced to be whipped and sent to the house of correction to remain during the court's pleasure.
Records and Files of the Quarterly Courts of Essex County, IV (Salem, 1914), 200.

Apprentice sold and term of service extended, 1682
Thomas Bettes, servant to John Simmons, often running away and being incorrigible, said Simmons was discharged of his obligation of teaching the trade of a weaver.
Mr. William Cogswell having taken Thomas Bettes, who was sentenced to be whipped, and paying 40s., said Bettes had his corporal pun​ishment remitted, and in consideration of his master Cogswell buying off his whipping, he agreed to serve him one year more than the time of his indenture and the six months ordered to serve his master Simmons by Ipswich court, Mar. 29, 1682 . . .

Records of Essex County, VIII (1921), 302.
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