Lesson 2 Document 26 

The passage comes from a 1638 journal entry of Massachusetts Bay Colony Governor John Winthrop 

The next Lord’s day, the same Captain Underhill, having been privately dealt with upon suspicion of incontinency with a neighbour’s wife, and not hearkening to it, was publickly questioned, and put under admonition. The matter was, for that the woman being young, and beautiful, and withal of a jovial spirit and behaviour, he did daily frequent her house, and was divers times found there alone with her, the door being locked on the inside. He confessed it was ill, because it had an appearance of evil in it; but his excuse was, that the woman was in great trouble of mind, and sore temptations, and that he resorted to her to comfort her; and that when the door was found locked upon them, they were in private prayer together. But this practice was clearly condemned also by the elders, affirming, that it had not been of good report for any of them to have done the like, and that they ought, in such case, to have called in some brother or sister, and not to have locked the door, &c. 
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