Lesson 2  Document 23 
Responsibilities of tithingmen. 

“It is ordered . . . that henceforth the selectmen of each town take care that tithingmen be annually chosen in their several precincts of the most prudent and discreet inhabitants, and sworn to the faithful discharge of their trust. . . The tithingmen are required diligently to inspect the manner of all disorderly persons, and where by more private admonitions they will not be reclaimed, they arc from time to time to present their names to the next Magistrate, or Commissioner invested with magistratical  power, who shall proceed against them as the law directs.  As also they are in like manner to present the names of all single persons that live from under family government, stubborn and : disorderly children and servants, night-walkers, tipplers, Sabbath breakers by night or by day, and such as absent themselves from the public worship of God on the Lord’s days, or whatever else course or practice of any person or persons whatsoever tending to debauchery, ir, religion, profaneness, and atheism amongst us, ) whether by omission of family government, nurture, and religious duties, [or] instruction of children and servants, or idle, profligate, uncivil or rude practices of any sort, the names of all which persons with the fact whereof they are accused, and witnesses thereof, they shall present to the next Magistrate or Commissioner, where any are in the said town invested with magistratical power, who shall proceed against and punish all such misdemeanors by fine, imprisonment, or binding over the county court as the law directs.”
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The office of tithingman was established in the 1670’s to assist selectmen and constables in supervising family government. Each tithingman was “diligently to inspect” ten or twelve families in his neighborhood. Edmund s. Morgan, The Puritan Family (New York, 1966),pp. 148-149. (from Children and Youth)
