Lesson 2 Document 20 

In his book The Well-Ordered Family (1712), Boston cler​gyman Benjamin Wadsworth offers advice to colonial par​ents.

Parents should govern their children well, restrain, reprove, correct them, as there is occasion. A Christian householder should rule well his own house ...Children should not be left to themselves, to a loose end, to do as they please; but should be under tutors and governors, not being fit to govern themselves. ..Children being bid to obey their parents in all things. ..plainly implies that parents should give suitable precepts to, and maintain a wise government over their children; so carry it, as their children may both fear and love them. You should restrain your children from sin as much as possible. ..You should reprove them for their faults; yea, if need be, correct them too. …Divine precepts plainly show that, as there is occasion, you should chasten and correct your children; you dishonor God and hurt them if you neglect it. Yet, on the other hand, a father should pity his children. ..You should by no means carry it ill to them; you should not frown, be harsh, morose, faulting and blaming them when they don't deserve it, but do behave themselves well. If you fault and blame your children, show yourself displeased and discontent when they do their best to please you, this is the way to provoke them to wrath and anger, and to discourage them; therefore you should carefully avoid such ill carriage to them. Nor should you ever correct them upon uncertainties, without sufficient evidence of their fault. Neither should you correct them in a rage or passion, but should deliberately endeavor to convince them of their fault, their sin; and that 'tis out of love to God's honor and their good. ...that you correct them. Again, you should never be cruel nor barbarous in your corrections, and if milder ones will reform them, more severe ones should never be used. Under this head of government I might further say, you should refrain your children from bad company as far as possibly you can. ..You should not suffer your children needlessly to frequent taverns, nor to be abroad unseasonably on nights, lest they're drawn into numberless hazards and mischiefs thereby. You can't be too careful in these matters.
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