Lesson 2 Document 1
The Massachusetts Bay Colony School Law of May 1642 is one of the earliest laws on education in the American colonies

Forasmuch … many parents and masters are too indulgent and negligent of their duty in that kind:

It is ordered that the selectmen of every town…shall have a vigilant eye over their brethren and neighbors to see, first, that none of them shall suffer so much barbarism in any of their families as not to endeavor to teach, by themselves or others, their children and apprentices so much learning as may enable them perfectly to read the English tongue, and knowledge of the capital laws; upon penalty of 20shillings for each neglect therein.

Also that all masters of families do once a week [train] their children and servants in the grounds and principles of religion…

And, further, that all parents and masters do breed and bring up their children and apprentices in some honest lawful calling, labor, or employment, either in husbandry [farming] or some other trade, profitable for themselves and the Commonwealth…

And if any of the selectmen … shall find parents and masters still negligent of their duty … whereby children and servants become rude, stubborn, and unruly, the said selectmen, … shall take such children or apprentices from them, and place them with some masters for years (boys till they come to twenty-one, and girls eighteen years of age complete), which will more strictly look unto and force them to submit unto government, according to the rules of this order, if by fair means and former instructions they will not be drawn unto it.
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