Lesson 2 Document 27 

The Book of Manners described proper behavior children. It was published in England in 1701 and widely read in the colonies. It includes these rules.

Of Behaviour at the Church: 

Decently walk to thy Seat or Pew; run not, nor go wantonly. Fix thine eye upon the Minister; Let it not wildly wander to gaze upon any Person or Thing. …

Of Behaviour at Home: 

…If thou be going to speak to thy Parents, and see them engaged in Discourse or Company, draw back, and leave thy business till afterward; but if thou must speak, be sure to whisper. 

Dispute not, nor delay to do thy Parents Commands. …

Of Behaviour at the Table: 

Come not to the Table unwash’d or not comb’d. 

…Feed thy self with thy two Fingers, and the Thumb of the left hand. 

…Eat not too fast, or greedily. 

… Stare not in the face of anyone (especially thy Superior) at the Table. 

… Take not salt with a greazy Knife. 

Spit not. Cough not. Nor blow thy Nose at Table if it may be avoided; but if there be necessity, do it aside, and without much noise. 

…Throw not any thing under the Table. 

Rules for Behaviour in company: 

…Spit not in the Room, but in a corner, and rub it out with thy Foot, or rather go out and do it abroad. 

…Stand not before Superiors with thine hands in thy pockets scratch not thy Head, wink not with thine Eyes, but thine Eyes modestly looking straight before thee, and thine Hands behind thee. 

…If thy Superior speak any thing wherein thou knowest he is mistaken. Correct not, nor contradict him, nor grin at the hearing of it, but, pass over the error without notice or contradiction.
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