Lesson 13 Document 19

Failure of  "Bloomerism"

The attempt on the part of certain American women to assume masculine or semi-masculine habiliments-a movement which received the name of Bloomerism from one of its prominent American advocates-was a bold and energetic one, but not successful. Some thousands of American women adopted what they thought a convenient and healthful Costume and were brave to heroism and persevering to fanaticism, but the attempted reform was a failure. America could rebel against a foreign government; she may revolutionize her own; out America is not strong enough to war upon the fashions of civilization. A woman in New York may make a political speech to three or four thousand people, but to wear a Bloomer dress down Broadway is another affair, and a far greater difficulty would be to get others to follow her example. 

Thomas Low Nichols. Forty Years of American Life. London: 1874. Reprinted, New York: 1937.

Description of Nichols  (taken from an autobiography) by Thomas Low Nichols, Forty Years of American Life, 1821-1861 (New York: 1937), pp. 273-277. Dr. Nichols was an American, born in New Hampshire in 1815, educated at New York University where he received the M.D. in 1850, and a new convert to Catholicism. He was deeply interested in social reforms, especially feminism and spiritualism. Before his conversion to Catholicism, he operated the Memnonia Institute in Yellow Springs, Ohio; the community he established there became more and more religious in nature until, in 1857, Nichols, his wife, and six others were converted to Catholicism. The visit to Notre Dame took place sometime after this, possibly as late as 1860. Cf. Ibid., pp. 5-6; also Philip Gleason, "From Free-Love to Catholicism; Dr. and Mrs. Thomas L. Nichols at Yellow Springs," Ohio Historical Quarterly, Vol. 70 (October, 1961) No. 4, pp. 283-307.

