Lesson 11 Document 25
Southern Black Codes regulating black laborers
Sec. 2 . . . All freedmen, free Negroes and mulattoes . . . over the age of eighteen years found on the second Monday in January, 1866, or thereafter, with no lawful employment or business . . .  . . . shall be deemed vagrants, and on conviction thereof shall be fined . , .  fifty dollars,  , and imprisoned at the discretion of the court … not exceeding ten days, , 

Sec. 7 . , . If any freedman, free Negro or mulatto shah fail . . . to pay any tax . . . it shall be the duty of the sheriff to arrest such freedman, free Negro or mulatto . . . and proceed at once to hire for the shortest time such delinquent tax-payer to anyone who will pay the said tax . . . 

Mississippi Vagrant Law, laws of Mississippi, 1865, Jackson, Miss., 1866, 91-93. 

Sec.1 . . . the following persons are vagrants . . . ; a stubborn or refractory [disobedient] servant; a laborer or servant who loiters away his time . . . 

Sec. 7 . . . any justice of the peace trying any cause under this act, on conviction, shall have power to sentence such vagrant to work on said public works and highways. . . 

Acts of the Session of 1865-66, General Assembly of Alabama. Montgomery, 1866, 119 if. 

Sec. :2. . . . Every Laborer . . . shall not be allowed to leave his place of employment until the fulfillment of his contract . . . 

Sec. 8 . . . in case of sickness of the laborer, wages for the time lost shall be deducted, and where the sickness is feigned . . . double the amount of wages shall be deducted for the time lost . . . and should the refusal to work continue beyond three days, the offender . . . shall be forced to labor on roads, levees, and other public works, without pay, until the offender consents to return to his labor. 

Acts of the General Assembly of Louisiana Regulating Labor, Extra Seesion,1865. New Orleans. J. O. Nixon, state printer, 1866, 3-10 passim. 
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