
“Their danses vvich they vse att their hyghe feastes”

Engraving (unsigned, printed 1590) based on watercolor by White.

Courtesy of the John Carter Brown Library at Brown University.

AT a Certayne tyme of the yere they make a great, and solemne feaste wherunto their neighbours of the townes adjoininge repayre from all parts, every man attyred in the most strange fashion they can devise havinge certayne marks on the backs to declare of what place they bee. The place where they meet is a broade playne, abowt the which are planted in the grownde certayne posts carved with heads like to the faces of Nonnes covered with theyr vayles. Then beeing sett in order they dance, singe, and use the strangest gestures that they can possiblye devise. Three of the fayrest Virgins, of the companie are in the mydds, which imbrassinge one another doe as yt wear turne abowt in their dancinge. All this is donne after the sunne is sett for avoydinge of heate. When they are weerye of dancinge . they goe oute of the circle, and come in untill their dances be ended, and they goe to make merrye as is expressed in the 16. figure. http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/etcbin/jamestown-browse?id=J1009b
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