DeSoto meets a young female Indian chief.

deSoto landed with 600 men in Tampa Bay in 1539.  He spent next three years exploring Florida and territory as far west as Texas and as far north as Tennessee in search of riches.  His brutality to the Indians was notorious.  He died during the failed expedition.  This account was written by Rodrigo Ranjel, who traveled as Sot’so secretary. Ranjel’s diary was published in Gonzales de Oviedo, Historica general y natural de las Indains (Madrid, 1851)

The next day the governor [de Soto] came to the crossing opposite the village, and the chief Indians came with gifts and the woman chief, lady of that land whom the Indians of rank bore on their shoulders with much respect, in a litter covered with delicate white linen.  And she crossed in the canoe and spoke to the governor quite gracefully and at her ease. She was young girl of fine bearing, and she took off a string of pearls which he wore on her neck, and put on the governor as a necklace to show her favor and to gain his goodwill.
 … The Indians spent 15 days with the Christians in peace, and they played with them, and likewise amongst themselves.  They swam among Christians and helped them very much in every way.

… [The Spaniards continued on their journey] They passed through village and took corn and went beyond to sleep in the open country. … Friday the governor entered Coco.  They were in Cocoa many plumes like the ones in Seville [Spain] … and trees are like those of Spain … they remained there in Coco some days, in which the Indians went off and left their chief in the power of the Christians with some principal men, and the Spaniards went out to round them up, and they took many and they put them in iron collars in chains and verily, according to testimony of eyewitnesses, it was the grievous thing to see…
… [The governor said]  they took these carriers [Indian prisoners] to keep them as slaves or servants and to carry the loads of supplies which they secured by plunder or gift, and some had died, and others ran away or tired out, so that was necessary to replenish their numbers and to take more, and the women they desired both as servants and for their foul uses and lewdness, and that they had been baptized more on account of  carnal intercourse with them than to teach them the faith, and that if they held the Chief and the principle men captive, it was because it would keep their subjects quiet, so that they would not molest them when foraging or doing what they wish to their country, and whether they were going neither the governor nor others knew, but that is purpose was to find some land rich enough to satiated his greed and to get knowledge of the great secrets this governor said he had heard .
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