Lesson 1 Document 2 
Letters from Columbus.
 In a letter dated October 12, 1492 he writes:  ...in order that they might develop a very friendly disposition towards us, because I knew that they were a people who could better be freed and converted to our Holy Faith by love than by force, gave to them some red caps and to others glass beads, which they hung about their necks, and many other things of slight value, in which they took much pleasure. 

And: 

They all go quite naked as their mothers bore them; and also the women, although I didn't see more than one really young girl. All that I saw were young men, none of them more than 30 years old, very well built, of very handsome bodies and very fine faces... They ought to be good servants and of good skill, for I see that they repeat very quickly whatever is said to them 

Maid to Order: Columbus' "Cannibal Girl" and the Captivity Narrative

http://xroads.virginia.edu/~CAP/POCA/POC-col.html
