Lesson 1 Document 10

John Lawson published his “”New Voyage to Carolina” in 1709. It describes his journeys and his impression of the Native Americans he encountered. 

They [the Indians] naturally possess the righteous man's gift; they are patient under all afflic​tions, and have a great many other natural virtues, which I have slightly touched throughout the account of these savages.
They are really better to us, than we are to them; they always give us victuals at their quarters, and take care we are armed against hunger and thirst: we do not do so by them (generally speaking) but let them walk by our doors hungry, and do not often relieve them. We look upon them with scorn and disdain, and think them, little better than beasts in human shape, though if well examined, we shall find that for all our religion and education, we possess more moral deformities and evils than these savages do, or are acquainted withal.
We reckon them slaves in comparison to us, and intruders, as oft as they enter our houses or hunt near our dwellings. But if we will admit reason to be our guide, she will inform us that these Indians are the freest people in the world and so far from being intruders upon us, that we have abandoned our own native soil to drive them out and possess theirs; neither have we any true balance, in judg​ing of these poor heathens, because we neither give allowance for their natural disposition, nor the sylvan education, and strange customs, (uncouth to us) they lie under and have been trained up to; these are false measures for Christians to take, and indeed no man can be reckoned a moralist only, who will not make choice and use of better rules to walk and act by. We trade with them, it's true, but to what end? Not to show them the steps of virtue and the golden rule, to do as we would be done by. No, we have furnished them with the vice of drunken​ness, which is the open road to all others, and daily cheat them in every thing we sell, and esteem it a gift of Christianity not to sell to them so cheap as we do to the Christians, as we call our selves. Pray let me know where is there to be found one sacred command or precept of our master that counsels to us such behavior? Besides, I believe it will not appear but that all wars, which we had with the savages were occasioned by the unjust dealings of the Christians towards them. I can name more than a few, which my own enquiry has given me a right understanding of, and I am afraid the remainder (if they come to the test) will prove themselves birds of the same feather.
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