Lesson 4 Document 4  

In 1666 George Alsop a former indentured servant in Maryland for four years. Wrote this pamphlet dedicated to Lord Baltimore founder of the colony of Maryland. In it he explains the indentured servitude system the Virginia Company in 1666. 

As there can be no Monarchy without the Supremacy of a King and Crown, nor no King 

Without Subjects, nor any Parents without it be by the fruitful off-spring of Children; neither can there be any Masters, unless it be by the inferior Servitude of those that dwell under them …

…Then since it is a common and ordained Faith, that there must be Servants as well as Masters…

…. There is no truer Emblem of Confusion either in Monarchy or Domestick Governments, then when either the Subject, or the Servant, strives for the upper hand of his Prince, or Master, and to be equal with him, from whom he receives his present subsistence …In short, touching the Servants of this Province, they live well in the time of their Service, and by their restrainment in that time, they are made capable of living much better when they come to be free… after some servants have brought their indented and limited time to a just and legal period by Servitude, , they have been much more incapable of supporting themselves from sinking into the Gulf of a slavish, poor, fettered, and intangled life, then all the fastness of their prefixed time did involve them in before. . 

 p 57-59 Opposing Viewpoint in American History  Vol 1  from Colonial Times to reconstruction 1996 San Diego Greenhaven Press David L. Bender   973 0620v.1

Originally from: A Character of the Providence of Mary-Land by George Alsop (London. 1666). As reprinted in Narratives of Early Maryland , edited (London, 1666), as reprinted in Narratives of Early Man) 

