Lesson 4 Document 2
An Act Concerning Negroes and Other Slaves
Black women in the southern colonies were apparently at first indentured under terms similar to those of whites. But in 1664 the colony of Maryland (with Virginia soon following) declared that "all Negroes or other slaves" (probably Indians) could never become free. Black women's children would inherit their mother's slavery. In addition, to enforce the separation of the races, the la» stated that the offspring of Englishwomen who married slaves would inherit their father's slavery. Thus all women were victimized, whereas no one punished "forgetful" Englishmen who sired slave children. Spelling and punctuation has been modernized.
From William Hand Browne, ed., Archives of Maryland; Proceedings and Acts of the Genera! Assembly of Maryland, January 1637-38-September 1664 (Baltimore: Maryland Historical Society, 1883), pp, 533-34.
Be it enacted ... by the advice and consent ... of this present General Assembly That all Negroes or other slaves already within the Province And all Negroes and other slaves to be herafter imported into the Province shall serve Durante Vita. And all Children born of any Negro or other slave shall be Slaves as their fathers were for the term of their lives. And forasmuch as divers free-born English women, forgetful of their free Condition and to the disgrace of our Nation, do intermarry with Negro Slaves, by which also divers [law] suites may arise touching the Issue of such women, and a great damage doth befall the Masters of such Negroes, for prevention whereof for deterring such freeborne women from such shameful Matches Be it further Enacted by the Authority advice and Consent aforesaid That whatsoever free born woman shall inter-marry with any slave . . . shall serve the master of such slave during the life of her husband And that all the Issue of such freeborn women so married shall be Slaves as their fathers were. And Be it further Enacted that all the Issues of English or other freeborn women that have already married Negroes shall serve the Masters of their Parents till they be Thirty years of age and no longer.
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