Lesson 4 Doc 15

The Virginia Company Notifies Colonist of a Shipment of “Tobacco Brides” and the terms for purchase. 

Letter from the Virginia Company in London to the Governor and Council in Virginia, Aug. 12, 1621
Needs Editing 

We send you in this ship one widow and eleven maids for wives for the people in Virginia. There hath been especial care had in the choice of them; for there hath not any one of them been received but upon good commen​dations, as by a note herewith sent you may perceive. We pray you all therefore in general to take them into your care; and more espe​cially we recommend them to you Master Pountis, that at their first landing they may be housed, lodged and provided for of diet till they be married, for such was the haste of sending them away, as that straitened with time we had no means to put provisions aboard, which defect shall be supplied by the magazine ship. And in case they cannot be presently married, we desire they may be put to several householders that have wives till they can be provided of husbands. There are near fifty more which are shortly to come, are sent by our most honorable Lord and Treasurer the Earl of Southampton and certain worthy gentle​men, who taking into their consideration that the Plantation can never flourish till families be planted and the respect of wives and children fix the people on the soil, therefore have given this fair beginning, for the reimbursing of whose charges it is ordered that every man that marries them give 120 lbs. weight of the best leaf tobacco for each of them, and in case any of them die, that proportion must be advanced to make it up upon those that survive . . . And though we are desirous that marriage be free according to the law of nature, yet would we not have these maids deceived and married to servants, but only to freemen or tenants as have means to maintain them. We pray you therefore to be fathers to them in this business, not enforcing them to marry against their wills; neither send we them to be servants, save in case of extremity, for we would have their condition so much bettered as multitudes may be allured thereby to come unto you. And you may assure such men as marry those women that the first servants sent over by the Com​pany shall be consigned to them, it being our intent to preserve families and to prefer married men before single persons. The tobacco that shall be due upon the marriage of these maids we desire Master Pountis to receive and to return by the first ... To conclude, the Com​pany, for some weighty reasons too long to relate, have ordered that no man marrying these women expect the proportion of land usually allotted for every head, which to avoid clamor or trouble hereafter, you shall do well to give them notice of.
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