Lesson 9 Document 37 

Maria Stewart was a free African-American woman. Her comments below are from a lecture she gave in Boston’s Franklin Hall on September 21, 1832.

Take us generally as a people, we are neither lazy nor idle; and considering how little we have to excite or stimulate us, I am almost astonished that there are so many industrious and ambitious ones to be found; although I acknowledge, with extreme sorrow, that there are some who never were and never will be serviceable to society. And have you not a similar class among yourselves? …

….  As far as our merit deserves, we feel a common desire to rise above the condition of servants and drudges. I have learnt, by bitter experience, that continual hard labor deadens the energies of the soul, and benumbs the faculties of the mind; the ideas become confined, the mind barren, and, like the uncultivated soil, brings forth thorns and thistles... . . 

… 0, ye fairer sisters, whose hands are never soiled, whose nerves and muscles are never strained, go learn by experience! Had we had the opportunity that you have had, to improve our moral and mental faculties, what would have hindered our intellects from being as bright, and our manners from being as dignified as yours7 …

….Owing to the disadvantages under which we labor, there are many flowers among us that are … born to bloom unseen and waste their fragrance on the desert air. 

…. Look at our young men, mart, active and energetic, with souls filled with ambitious fire; if they look forward, alas! What are their prospects? They can be nothing but the humblest laborers, on account of their dark complexions hence many of them lose their ambition, and become worthless. …

…. Alas, what keeps I us So? Prejudice, ignorance and poverty….
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