Lesson 9 Document 30 

Before Frederick Law Olmsted becamce known as a famed landscape architect and designer of Central Park he traveled as a reporter on for the New York Times. He published a book, A Journey in the Seaboard Slave States. 

mr. W.'s house was an old family mansion, which he had him​self remodeled in the Grecian style and furnished with a large wooden portico.
 … On three sides of the outer part of the cleared square there was a row of large and comfortable-looking Negro-quarters, stables, to​bacco-houses, and other offices built of logs.
Mr. W. was one of the few large planters of the vicinity who still made the culture of tobacco their principal business. 
 … He had had an Irish gang draining for him by contract. He thought a Negro could do twice as much work in a day as an Irish​man. He had not stood over them and seen them at work, but judged entirely from the amount they accomplished: he thought a good gang of Negroes would have got on twice as fast. He was sure they must have "trifled" a great deal, or they would have accomplished more than they had. He complained also of their sprees and quarrels. I asked why he should employ Irishmen in preference to doing the work with his own hands. "It's dangerous work (unhealthy?), and a Negro's life is too valuable to be risked at it. If a Negro dies, it's a considerable loss, you know."
He afterwards said that his Negroes never worked so hard as to tire themselves—always were lively and ready to go off on a frolic at night. He did not think they ever did half a fair day's work. They could not be made to work hard: they never would lay out their strength freely, and it was impossible to make them do it. ...
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