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Introduction

Between 1815 and 1819, the desire to exploit the territories acquired during the recent war led to a new boom in the sale of public lands. Such sales were regulated by the Land Acts of 1796 and 1800, which provided that land should be sold by townships divided into half sections (320 acres), at public auction, with a minimum price of $2 an acre. The acts also made credit available to interested buyers, who had only to look in the local newspaper to discover where the next auction would take place. The following land sale advertisement, which is typical of the period, appeared in a Shelbyville, Tennessee paper in February 1818. Cotton Port was a neighboring town.

Source:

Tennessee Herald, February 21, 1818.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

On March 16, 1818 (being the next Monday after the close of the Public Land Sales at Huntsville), will be offered for sale to the highest bidder on the premises, a part of the lots laid out for the new town of Cotton Port.

The town is laid out on the west bank of Limestone River, one mile above its junction with the Tennessee and a little below the south Beaver Dam and the Piney Fork.

The situation is high and dry, promises to be as healthy as any other place in the Alabama Territory, is near the Tennessee, is sufficiently level, and elevated above the reach of the highest floods of the Tennessee.

Within the limits of the town are two never-failing springs of good water. The appearance of the land and the success of similar experiments in the country adjacent justify a belief that on almost every lot a well of good water may be had at a moderate depth without blowing rock.

Limestone River, from the Tennessee to this place, is navigable at all seasons of the year by the largest keel and flat bottomed boats used in the navigation of the Tennessee. Limestone here affords a safe harbor of deep, still water, in which, the greatest floods, boats will be entirely free from the dangers to be at such times apprehended from the strong and rapid current and sudden risings and fallings of the Tennessee. The situation at which Cotton Port is laid out has in fact long since been proved, by the observation and experience of the planters of the western and the northwestern parts of Madison County, to be the place which nature has distinctly marked out for the commercial center of the very fertile country adjacent. It includes the well-known old boat landing, Limestone. At this place for several years past, not an inconsiderable part of the cotton from these parts of Madison County has been imbarked in flatbottomed boats, which ascended with ease from the Tennessee, and with full cargoes descended from this place to New Orleans. The saving in the expense of land carriage, although the country for more than fifteen miles around the boat landing was then unsettled and the Indian claim to it unextinguished, caused the produce of this quarter of Madison County to be embarked at this place in preference to any other. The same reason must naturally render Cotton Port the place of embarkation for all the produce of the country north of it, as far as the southern boundary of the state of Tennessee, and for a considerable distance to the west and to the east.

The country whose trade seems decreed by nature to center here includes one of the finest cotton districts north of the Tennessee River. Of its fertility and probable wealth and produce something like definite ideas may be formed when it is known that at the public sales now going on at Huntsville, the lands in the township in which Cotton Port has been laid out, and the next to the north, sold at from $2 to $70 per acre and at an average of $16 per acre; in the two next townships to the east and northeast at about the same prices. The two nearest townships to the west and northwest of Cotton Port are to be sold during the present week. The greater part of the land in these is not less fertile and inviting to wealthy and industrious settlers. To people at a distance who may not have inquired into the system pursued in surveying and selling public lands of the United States, it may be proper to observe that a township is six miles square, in each of which, after the reservation for schools, there are 22,400 acres to be sold in quarter sections of 160 each. Of the rich and high-priced lands just mentioned, the most remote is but twelve miles from Cotton Port.

Men of industry, enterprise, and judgment in almost every walk of life, who seek to better their condition in a new and unoccupied field of action, will not be slow in forming their conclusions if they can rely upon these statements. Let them examine the records of the land office and see if they are correct; let them examine the account of sales and calculate what must in all probability be the produce of a district in one half of which capital to so large an amount has been vested by prudent men in the purchase of lands at the public sales of government; let them examine a map of the country and ascertain the point at which the commerce of this district must center.

To the merchant it must occur that for the exportation of the produce of such a country there must be buyers at the point where it will be collected, and that to supply such a country in foreign articles of consumption there must be sellers at the place to which the consumers come to sell their produce.

Trade cannot stagnate here. Industrious and ingenious mechanics must see that the inhabitants of such a country will want houses, furniture, farming utensils, leather, saddles, boots, shoes, etc., and will be able to pay good prices for them. The upper country on the Tennessee and Holston rivers and their branches will afford, at a very trifling expense for water carriage down the river, abundant supplies of provisions, iron, lumber, and other raw materials.

A good dry road can be had from Cotton Port north to Elk River. The proprietors of the land laid out for the town intend to build a bridge across Limestone, and to make a good road for several miles towards the rich country about the Big Prairie.

From Cotton Port to Falls of the Black Warrior, as good a road can probably be had as from any place on Tennessee River. The distance is about 100 miles.

The trustees of the town will reserve for public benefit two lots including the two springs, two or more lots for a place of public worship, a schoolhouse, and such other public buildings as the prospects of the place may seem to require.

In the plan of the town the trustees have endeavored to avoid everything which will tend to bring all its population and business into one span and leave the rest of the lots unoccupied. They have endeavored to arrange the streets, lots, etc., so as to secure to the future inhabitants, as far as practicable, the benefits of shade and a free circulation of air, and to every family a piece of garden ground.

A plan of the town and a map of the adjacent country will be left for public inspection at John H. Smith's store in Nashville, and a plan of the town with Brice M. Garner, Fayetteville, Tenn., and with John Brahan in Huntsville as soon as they can be prepared.

The sale will commence precisely at 12 o'clock. The trustees are induced to commence the sale at so short a notice in order to meet the wishes of many now waiting and anxious to commence improvements in the town immediately. If the demand for lots requires it, the sale will be continued from day to day.

Terms eight months credit. Bond and approved security to be given.
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