Lesson 7  Document 5

Family labor force in the Slater factory, 1813
List extracted from Time Books for 1813 in Cotton Mills, 1813-1816, Slater and Tiffany, Cotton, Slater Papers, Baker Library, Harvard Univer​sity Graduate School of Business Administration, Boston, Mass. 

1 family with 8 members working
1 family with 7 members working
2 families each with 5 members working
4 families each with 4 members working
5 families each with 3 members working 8 single men 4 single women
The Gifford family at the Troy mill, Fall River, Massachusetts, 1815
Otey, Elizabeth Lewis  “Employment of Children in the Colonies.” Report on Condition of Woman and Child Wage-Earners in the United States, VI, 10-23. Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1910. p. 63.
Daniel Gifford and family to have the follow​ing price for one year from the time of his moving into our house — which was on the 5th of 5th mo., 1815 — to have one half of the 1st. one-story house at $30.
Himself per day. ..............$1.00
Oldest boy to tend picker. .... . . .    .67
2nd boy.....................     .50
3rd girl......................     .42
4th   do. .............. ....•.-;:.:'   ,44
5th   do......................     .25
6th boy......................     .25
7th girl. .....................    .10
8th and 9th boy and girl........

The Rier family, Lancaster, Massachusetts, 1815

Plant and Poignaud Papers in the Lancaster Town Library, in Otey, "Children in the Cotton Industry," p. 64.
Dennis Rier of Newbury Port has this day engaged to come with his family to work in our factory on the following conditions. He is to be here about the 20th of next month [January 1815] and is to have the following wages per week:
Himself $5.00
His son Robert Rier, 10 years of age .83
Daughter Mary, 12 years of age 1.25
Son William, 13 years of age 1.50
Son Michael, 16 years of age 2.00




10.58
His sister, Abigail Smith 2.33
Her daughter Sally, 8 years of age .75
Son Samuel, 13 years of age 1.50




4.58

House rent to be from $20. to $30.* Wood cut up $2. per cord.

* This amount would be for one year.
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