Lesson 7  Document 11

Working Girls in NYC Umbrella factory

There are many large establishments in the City, some of them giving employment to thirty or forty hands each. The youngest girls employed are about fifteen or sixteen years of age, Covering Umbrellas or Parasols requires a good deal of strength and skill, which are required to make the work fit nicely, and girls younger than fifteen are seldom employed in this busi​ness.

The girls who work at this business are mostly Americans. There are a few Germans and Irish; but the Americans are considered the best workers . . . There are some places in the City where the girls are required to fur​nish their own thread. — This to the uninitiated at first would appear to be no great hardship; but when we take into consideration the large numbers of umbrellas made and the few cents apiece these poor girls are allowed for their work on them, this thread becomes quite an important item.

The girls work about ten hours a day. They bring their dinners with them, as they generally live at such a distance from the establishment that it would take up too much of their time to go home and return again. They are paid for their work by the piece. Some of the girls at the establishment are permitted to take their work to their homes and do it there; but these are good and well-tried hands, who have been long employed ... At the prices usually paid Ihe girls at this trade can make, some of them twenty shillings, some three dollars and some who are extraordinarily smart, four and five dollars a week. There are many who do not earn twenty shillings. These are to be found chiefly among that class who work on the com​monest umbrellas made of coarse muslins, cane frames, tin tips, &c. For covering these they get from four to six cents apiece. This is the kind of umbrellas which keep off a shower about as well as a sieve, and generally turn inside out when going round a corner. 

New York Daily Tribune, Sept. 17, 1845. 
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