Lesson 6 Document 41
John C Calhoun discusses the “natural rights” of man.

It is a great and dangerous error to suppose that all people are equally entitled to liberty. It is a reward to be earned, not a blessing to be gratuitously [freely] lavished on all alike; - a reward reserved for the intelligent, the patriotic, the virtuous and deserving; - and not a boon to be bestowed on a people too ignorant, degraded and vicious to be capable either of appreciating it or of enjoying it . . . 

John C. Calhoun, A Disquisition on Government. R. K. Crallé, ed. New York. Appleton. 1853. 55-56. 

Reprinted in Viewpoints: USA Bernard Feder (American Book Company, NY) 1967
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