Lesson 6 Document 26

David Walker was a free African-American who was born in the south. While little is know of his early life and education, by the 1820’s he had  become a  well –known figure in Boston as the publisher of  Freedom's Journal, the first national Black newspaper in the country. In 1830 he published Appeal to the Coloured Citizens of the World. The following is a excerpt.
Preamble.

  My dearly beloved Brethren and Fellow Citizens. 

  Having travelled over a considerable portion of these United States, and having, in the course of my travels, taken the most accurate observations of things as they exist--the result of my observations has warranted the full and unshaken conviction, that we, (coloured people of these United States,) are the most degraded, wretched, and abject set of beings that ever lived since the world began; and I pray God that none like us ever may live again until time shall be no more. 

… the inhuman system of slavery, is the source from which most of our miseries proceed.

Article I.

  Our Wretchedness In Consequence Of Slavery.
… all the inhabitants of the earth, (except however, the sons of Africa) are called men, and of course are, and ought to be free. But we, (coloured people) and our children are brutes!! and of course are, and ought to be SLAVES to the American people and their children forever!! to dig their mines and work their farms; and thus go on enriching them, from one generation to another with our blood and our tears !!!!
…  the white Americans having reduced us to the wretched state of slavery, treat us in that condition more cruel (they being an enlightened and Christian people,) than any heathen nation did any people whom it had reduced to our condition.
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