Lesson 6 Doc 25 

Nehemiah Adams was a Congregationalist minister in Boston . In 1853 he traveled for few months in the south for health reasons. The following passage comes from a book  he published in 1854 detailing his travels.

The following case, that came to my knowledge, offers a good illustration of the views which many slaves take of their dependent condition. A colored woman with her children lived in a separate cabin belonging to her master, washing clothes for families in that place. She paid her master a percentage of her earnings, and had laid up more than enough to buy her freedom and that of her children. Why, as she might be made free, does she not use it rather?

She says that if she were to buy her freedom, she would have no one to take care of her for the rest of her life. Now her master is responsible for her sup​port. She has no care about the future. Old age, sick​ness, poverty, do not trouble her. "I can indulge myself and children," she says, "in things which oth​erwise I could not get. If we want new things faster than mistress gets them for us, I can spare money to get them. If I buy my freedom, I cut myself off from the interests of the white folks in me. Now they feel that I belong to them, and people will look to see if they treat me well." Her only trouble is, that her mas​ter may die before her; then she will "have to be free."
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