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SUMMARY
Mary Dewees's journal describing her journey from Philadelphia to Lexington, Kentucky. Dated Sept. 27, 1788-Feb. 11 1788 [i.e. 1789].

NOTES
Codex 58. 1 v. (1 leaf, 22 p., 4 leaves, 4 p., 10 leaves), bound ; 18 cm. 
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Selections from Mrs. Mary Dewees's Journal From Philadelphia to Kentucky.

September 27th: 1787

Left Philada. about 5 OClock in the afternoon and tore our selves from a number of dear friends that assembled to take …a last farewell before we set off for Kentucky, Made our first stage 6 Miles fro[m] the City, being very sick the greatest par[t] of the way.

Oct 7th: 
Set off for the north mountain which we find so bad we are Obliged to foot it up, and could compair ourselves to nothing but a parcel of goats climbing up some of the Welch Mountains … find this the most fatiguing days Journey we have had, the roads so very bad and so very steep that the horses seem ready to fall backwards … Believe me my dear friends the sight of a log house on these Mountains after a fatiguing days Journey affords more real pleasure that all the magnificent buildings your city contains. took up our lodging at the foot of the Mountain and met with very good entertainment

14th: 
Set out for Chestnut ridge, horrid roads and the Stony's land in the world I believe, every few hundred yards, rocks big enough to build a small house upon. … we were overtaken by a family who was going our way, which renders it more agreeable travelling than by ourselves I think by this time we may call ourselves Mountain proof. …

Oct 16 
Mr. Dewees and my brother rode about 13 miles to M'Kees ferry to see how the waters are as we are apprehensive they are too low to go down the river the weather still fine -

18th: 
Our boat being ready we set off for the river and arrived their at 12 OClock and went on board immediately. .. at 2 OClock we push down the river very slowly, …our Beat resembling Noahs ark not a little. …

19th: 
… our boat is 40 foot long our room 16 by 12 with a Comfortable fireplace, our Bed room partioned off with blankets, and far preferable to the Cabbins we met with after we crossd the Mountains, we are clear of flea[s] which I assure you is a great relief fore we were almost devoured when on shore, - The Monongahala with the many Coulered woods on each side is Beautifull, …

26 & 27th: 
Staid at McKees island waiting for water, which is too low to go down took a walk up the hill from which we have a fine prospect of boath sides of the Island and saw an Indian grave with three others, on the … top of the hill, likewise the remains of an old intrechment that was throw[n] up the last Indian war. Saw three boats full of troops going up to Pittsburgh we suppose they are going up for Provision for the garison below.

Nov 19th. 
… proceeded down the Ohio, a very Beatiful river… in places a half a mile wide in other places much narrower, so near we are to the Indian Country and yet think ourselves pretty safe …

Nov. 20 
… an excessive hard gale of wind Obliged us to put to Shore, after the wind …abated, we again put out in the Channal and were Obliged again by a fresh gale to put To Shore on the Indian Coast which caused some disagreeable Sensations, as it is not long since the Indians have done some mischief here abouts, …

24 
 … in the last 24 hours have come seventy miles; had the pleasure of seeing a doe and a Beautifull little fawn on the Indian shore at too great a distance to shoot at, The variety of deer, ducks, Turkeys & geese with which this Country abounds Keeps us allways on the look out, and adds, Much to the Beauty of the scene, …

Jan. 29th 
I have this day reached south Elk horn, and am much pleased with it tis a snug little Cabbin about 9 mile from Lexington on a pretty ascent surrounded by Sugar trees, a Beatifull pond a little distance from the house, with an excellent spring not far from the Door - I can assure you I have enjoyed more happiness the few days I have been here than I have experienced these four or five years past. I have my little family together and am in full expectations of seeing better days -

Yours &c 
MD

Feby. 11th: 1788

