Lesson 11 Document 27
Senator Benjamin R. Tillman of South Carolina discusses white reaction to reconstruction.

There was a condition bordering upon anarchy. Misrule, robbery, and murder were holding high carnival. . . . Our legislature was composed of a majority of Negroes, most of whom could neither read nor write. They were the easy dupes and tools of as dirty a band of vampires and robbers as ever preyed upon a prostrate people . . . life ceased to be worth having on the terms under which we were living. And in desperation we determined to take the government away from the Negroes . . . 

This is what they [the Negro Militiamen] said: “The President [U. S. Grant] is our friend. The North is with us. We intend to kill all the white men, take the land, marry the white women, and then these white children will wait on us.” 

Clashes came . . . we decided to take the government away from men so debased as were the Negroes . . . because desperate diseases require desperate remedies, and having resolved to take the state away, we hesitated at nothing . . . . . . 

We have not shot any Negroes in South Carolina on account of politics since 1876. We have not found it necessary. . 

Congressional Record, 59th Congress, 2nd Session (January 21, 1907), 1440. 
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