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The early colonists expected to find their fortunes in the hew land through discovery of precious metals, but within the first decade of the Virginia Company's establishment it became evident that planting—especially of tobacco—and farming were to be the chief form of revenue. The settlers .us required a large workforce of manual laborers, for which they engaged indentured servants—men whose passage to the New World was paid for by wealthy colonists with the understanding that the new arrival would work the sponsor to pay off this debt. (Indentured servants would also come to serve in menial trade and domestic capacities as well).
The system of indentured servitude first appeared in Virginia in the second decade of the 1600s. Servants were generally drawn from the classes of paupers, debtors, and criminals, some petty and some serious felons. In England a of servitude, sealed by an "indenture" or contract be-n the parties, usually lasted from two to three years, in the colonies the term more often ranged from four to seven. The system was unquestionably exploitative; many rants were physically abused and subjected to inhumane g conditions. Runaways were punished harshly if apprehended. But advocates argued that servitude was not y benign but beneficial, promoting Puritan virtues of industriousness and morality while providing the laborers not only bed and board, but a viable trade to play the term of indenture expired.
The following selection, written by pamphleteer John Hammond in 1656, begins by condemning the moral laxity of early Virginia experiments in indentured servitude, which he claimed mistreated servants, fostered vice and in​fested the colony with sordid personages. But Hammond argues that the practice has since been reformed, and char​acterizes it as a species of apprenticeship, wherein the la​borer is ultimately rewarded for his or her indenture with a marketable skill and often provisions and a parcel of land. Overall, he describes a rigorous but reasonable labor sys​tem, though anecdotal evidence contradicts his rather in​dulgent perspective.
As you read, consider the following questions:
1. What are the safeguards Hammond sees as in place to deter abuse of indentured servitude? What may these safeguards tell us about his beliefs concerning master-servant relationships?
2. Hammond implies a comparison between indentured servitude and African slavery. To what extent might his reasons justifying servitude also be applied to slavery?
3. From Hammond's description, one might infer that in​dentured servitude is not greatly more exploitative than the apprenticeship system, as both seem to provide the servant with room, board, and a trade by which to make a living later. What are some key distinctions, however, between the two systems?

It is the glory of every Nation to enlarge themselves, to en​courage their own foreign attempts, and to be able to have their own, within their territories, as many several com​modities as they can attain to, that so others may rather be beholding to them, than they to others. , . . But alas, we Englishmen ... do not only fail in this, but vilify, scandal​ize and cry down such parts of the unknown world, as have been found out, settled and made flourishing, by the charge, hazard, and diligence of their own brethren, as if because removed from us, we either account them people of another world or enemies. This is too truly made good in the odious and cruel slanders cast on those two famous countries of Virginia and Mary-land, whereby those coun​tries, not only are many times at a stand, but are in danger to molder away, and come in time to nothing. . . .
The country [Virginia] is reported to be an unhealthy place, a nest of rogues, whores, dissolute and rooking persons; a place of intolerable labour, bad usage and hard diet,
&c. To answer these several calumnies, I shall first show what it was? Next, what it is? At the first settling and many ears after, it deserved most of those aspersions (nor were
they aspersions but truths). . . . Then were Jails emptied, youth seduced, infamous women drilled in, the provisions all brought out of England, and that embezzled by the trustees (for they durst neither hunt fowl, nor fish, for fear of the Indian, which they stood in awe of) their labour was almost perpetual, their allowance of victual small, few or no cattle, no use of horses nor oxen to draw or carry, (which labours men supplied themselves) all of which caused a mortality; no civil courts of justice but under a martial law, no redress of grievances, complaints were paid with stripes [whippings] ... in a word all and the worst that tyranny could inflict. . . . And having briefly laid down the former state of Virginia, in its infancy, and filth,  and  the occasion of its scandalous aspersions: I come to my ruin subject, its present condition of happiness (if anything can be called happy in this transitory life). . . .

The Terms of Servitude
The usual allowance for servants is (besides their charge of passage defrayed) at their expiration, a year's provision of corn. double apparel, tools necessary, and land according
to the custom of the country, which is an old delusion, for  there is no land customarily due to the servant, but to the maser, and therefore that servant is unwise that will not dash out that custom in his covenant and make that due of land absolutely his own, which although at the present, not of so great consequences; yet in few years will be of much worth. . . . When ye go aboard, expect the ship somewhat troubled and in a hurlyburly, until ye clear the lands end; and that the ship is rummaged, and things put to rights, which many times discourages the passengers, and makes them wish the voyage unattempted: but this is but for a short season, and washes off when at sea, where the time is pleasantly passed away, though not with such choice plenty as the shore affords. But when ye arrive and are settled, ye will find a strange alteration, an abused country giving the lie to your own approbations to those that have calumni​ated it. ... The labour servants are put to, is not so hard nor of such continuance as husbandmen [herders], nor handicraftmen are kept at in England, I said little or noth​ing is done in winter time, none ever work before sun rising nor after sun set, in the summer they rest, sleep or exercise themselves give hours in the heat of the day, Saturdays af​ternoon is always their own, the old holidays are observed and the Sabbath spent in good exercises. The women are not (as is reported) put into the ground to work, but oc​cupy such domestic employments and housewifery as in England, that is dressing victuals, right up the house, milk​ing, employed about dairies, washing, sewing, &c. and both men and women have times of recreations, as much or more than in any part of the world besides, yet some wenches that are nastily, beastly and not fit to be so em​ployed are put into the ground, for reason tells us, they must not at charge be transported then maintained for nothing, but those that prove so awkward are rather burdensome than servants desirable or useful. . . .
Those servants that will be industrious may in their time of service gain a competent estate before their freedoms, which is usually done by many, and they gain esteem and assistance that appear so industrious: There is no master al​most but will allow his servant a parcel of clear ground to cut some tobacco in for himself, which he may husband at those many idle times he hath allowed him and not preju​dice, but rejoice his master to see it, which in time of ship​ping he may lay out for commodities, and in summer sell them again with advantage and get a pig or two, which anybody almost will give him, and his master suffer him to keep them with his own, which will be no charge to his master, and with one years increase of them may purchase a cow calf or two, and by that time he is for himself; he may have cattle, hogs and tobacco of his own, and come to live gallantly; but this must be gained (as I have said) by in​dustry and affability, not by sloth nor churlish behavior.
The Servants' Living Condition
And whereas it is rumoured that servants have no lodgings other then on boards, or by the fire side, it is contrary to reason to believe it: First, as we are Christians; next as people living under a law, which compels as well the master is the servant to perform his duty; nor can true labour be either expected or exacted without sufficient clothing, diet, and lodging; all which their indentures (which must invio​lably be observed) and the justice of the country requires. But if any go thither, not in a condition of a servant, but pay his or her passage, which is some six pounds: Let them not doubt but it is money well laid out . . . although they carry little else to take a bed along with them, and then few houses but will give them entertainment, either out of cour​tesy, or on reasonable terms; and I think it better for any that goes over free, and but in a mean condition, to hire himself for reasonable wages of tobacco and provision, the first year, provided he happen in an honest house, and where the mistress is noted for a good housewife, of which there are very many (notwithstanding the cry to the con​trary) for by that means he will live free of disbursement, have something to help him the next year, and be carefully looked to in his sickness (if he chance to fall sick) and let him so covenant that exceptions may be made, that he work not much in the hot weather, a course we always take with our new hands (as they call them) the first year they come in. If they are women that go after this manner, that is pay​ing their own passages; I advise them to sojourn in a house of honest repute, for by their good carriage, they may ad​vance themselves in marriage, by their ill, overthrow their fortunes; and although loose persons seldom live long un​married if free; yet they match with as dissolute as them​selves, and never live handsomely or are ever respected. . . . Be sure to have your contract in writing and under hand and seal, for if ye go over upon promise made to do this or that, or to be free, it signifies nothing.
