Lesson 4 Document 17 
Parish clerk binds out mulatto boy, 1716
This indenture made the thirtieth day of Oc​tober in the year of our Lord God 1716 . . . witnesseth that I, Thomas May, clerk of Pets-worth Parish hi Gloucester County [Virginia], do firmly in the name and behalf of the vestry of the parish abovesaid bind unto Ralph Bevis of the said parish and county a mulatto boy named George Petsworth of the age of two years old the sixth day of March next insuing, the date of these presents until he arrives at he age as the law directs,1 to serve him, the said Ralph Bevis, his heirs, etc., in all manner of lawful services and employments that he shall set him about. And the said Ralph Bevis doth bind and oblige himself [and] his heirs, etc. to give the said mulatto boy three years schooling and to carefully instruct him after​wards that he may read well in any part of the Bible; also to instruct and learn him the said mulatto boy such lawful way or ways that he may be able after his indented time expired to get his own living, and to allow him sufficient meat, drink, washing, and apparel until the expiration of the said time. And after the finish​ing of the said time to pay the said George Petsworth all such allowances as the law directs in such cases; as also to keep the aforesaid parish during the aforesaid indented time from all manner of charges or being any way burden​some to the said parish.  

1. Status of children with one slave or servile parent, law of 1705 setting thirty-one years as the term of service of illegitimate mulatto children. 
Edgar W. Knight, A Documentary History of Education in the South Before I860,1 (Chapel Hill, 1949), 60.
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