Lesson 4 Doc 16
Status of children with one slave or servile parent 

“Whereas some doubts have arisen whether children got by any Englishman upon a Negro Woman should be slave or free, Be it therefore enacted . . . that all children born in this country shall be held bond or free only according to” the condition of the mother. And that if any Christian shall commit fornication with a Negro man or woman, he or she so offending shall pay double the fines imposed by the former act.” .

W. W. Hening, ed. Statutes at Large of Virginia (1619-1782). 13  volumes. Richmond: Samuel Pleasants, 1809-1823. II, 170.
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“And if a free Christian white woman shall have a bastard child, by a Negro, or mulatto, for every such offence, she shall within one month after her delivery of such bastard child, pay to the church-wardens  for the time being, of the parish wherein such child shall be born, for the use of the said parish fifteen pounds current money of Virginia, or be by them sold for five years to the use aforesaid: And in both the said cases, the church-wardens shall bind the said child to be a servant, until it shall be of thirty-one years of age.”
W. W. Hening, ed. Statutes at Large of Virginia (1619-1782). 13  volumes. Richmond: Samuel Pleasants, 1809-1823. III, 453.

Children and youth in America: a documentary history. Editor, Robert H. Bremner; associate editors, John Barnard, Tamara K. Hareven [and] Robert M. Mennel 

Cambridge, MA Harvard University Press 1970

Vol 1 1600-1865 p 54

