Lesson 4 Document 1

Bernard Roman’s  book,  A Concise Natural History of East and West Florida was published in 1775. It was written as a guide to British who desired to settle in the south.
Travelling through the uninhabited part of the woods, falling to the share of every person, who arrives at present in Florida, it cannot be amiss to say a few words about it: 
… I shall now say something about the most advisable method to be taken by emigrants, who intend to transplant themselves into this part of America, from the more northern regions; first I would observe that if destined for East Florida, it is absolutely necessary to carry at least one year's provisions in flour, maize, pork and beef; if to the eastern part of West Florida. . , if the person be able I would advise him to purchase negroes in the northern provinces, and to carry a few more than he intends for his own use, the profits on the sale of four or five will nearly defray his expenses; carry no white servants, unless you have a mind to colonize a large tract of land, and this has never yet turned to account. . … White servants will never turn to account, there being so many idlers already imported on wrong plans, that you can carry none with you who would not in three months time think it very hard to be obliged to call you master, in a country where the most dirty vagabond you can hire at six dollars per month, would think his honour touched by hearing any body call him to you with less civility than, Sir, your employer would be glad to speak to you.

…. The late foolish … attempts of settling East Florida by whites from Europe . . . are a very absolute conviction of the necessity of having Negroe slaves; but as some people who are able to purchase slaves, run away with the notion of the unlawfulness of holding a property in Negroes and who are perhaps not a little misled by the silly pamphlet published in some of the colonies [against slavery] . . . have attempted to settle without Negroes at all; I cannot in confidence forbear to give my advice to all adventurers in Florida, who desire to improve a plantation for their benefit, not to forget these useful though inferior members of society; not but poor families may live in plenty, and by honest labour acquire a comfortable and easy situation in life as may be wished for, but until their industry helps them to the means of buying one slave and so on until they get more it will be vanity for them to hope for an accumulation of wealth.
New York: Printed for the author, 1775. Excerpt from pp. 104-6, 108, 110
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